Month day, 2007

Senator ZZZ
Texas State Senate

Austin, Texas 78711
Dear Senator ZZZ:

 

As a member of the U.S. Green Building Council’s Central Texas - Balcones Chapter, I am writing to you in your role as Senator and a member of the Natural Resources Committee to express my support for H.B. 3070.  This Act relates to the undertaking of a study designed to increase public awareness of the energy performance of one and two family homes.  Topics studied will include the feasibility of an energy rating system, and mortgage incentives for high performing properties.  

 

We feel that increased public knowledge of the energy performance of houses could be a motivating factor in the purchase of such houses.  Mortgage incentives would be an even greater motivating factor.  Residential buildings consume nearly 40% of our nation’s electricity and energy efficient homes use 25-50% less electricity than conventional homes.  Providing this incentive to build green will be an important step toward reducing our nation’s dependence on foreign oil supplies, and toward slowing climate change.

The USGBC manages the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Rating System for Homes, which is a system for defining and measuring what makes a high performing home.  It is based upon well-founded scientific standards that emphasize advanced design, construction and operating strategies for sustainable site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality.  

Green buildings make economic sense for cities across Texas.  Now is the time for Texas to join many other cities and states in affirming the green building principles and benefits of energy efficient buildings.

Please support H.B. 3070.

Sincerely yours,

Your Name

Central Texas - Balcones Chapter

US Green Building Council
